lowa Department of Education March 2007 Resources for lowa School Leaders

NEWS FROM THE DE

Opportunities to Partner with Taiwan Ministry of Education

The lowa Department of Education (DE) and the Taiwan Ministry of Education have an agreement whereby
the DE identifies elementary teachers who wish to teach English in Taiwanese schools for one year. Currently,
there are two elementary teachers in Taiwan through this agreement with two more starting teaching duties in
early March. A second agreement is currently being discussed whereby Taiwanese teachers come to lowa to
teach Chinese. This program would be similar to the already existing Teachers from Spain program. If your
district is interested in offering a course in Chinese language, we want to hear from you.

For those districts interested and/or already participating in offering Chinese language, the Ministry of
Education in Taiwan will be inviting 20 school superintendents/principals from the United States to Taiwan for a
visit from July 6 through July 14. The trip is designed for those school administrators who have had an integral
role in establishing Chinese language programs or who plan to offer such programs in the future. The primary
purpose of the trip will be to offer incentives to recruit Chinese teachers from Taiwan and to promote better
understanding of Taiwan's education system. The Ministry of Education will cover most of the expenses for the
trip.

For more information, contact Pamela Pfitzenmaier at pam.pfitzenmaier@iowa.gov or 515-281-3333.

DE Podcast Addresses Raising Expectations

The lowa Department of Education (DE) is developing a podcast and PowerPoint presentation that will
provide information about raising student achievement expectations. The podcast will also include information
about lowa’s standards. The information will be posted on the DE’s website in mid-March. Please watch the
Latest News section on the DE website at www.iowa.gov/educate for the podcast announcement.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Legislative Update on the DE Website
You can track legislation related to educational issues at https://www.edinfo.state.ia.us/web/legisupdate.asp.
You can also access general information about the legislature at www.legis.state.ia.us.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

Digging into the lowa Tests Core Standards and Benchmarks

The lowa Department of Education (DE) has developed a document that demonstrates how lowa’s core
content standards and the benchmarks for grades 10-12 that correspond to the lowa Test of Educational
Development also are aligned to other national standards. The national standards include the:

e National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

e American Diploma Project from Achieve, Inc.

e ACT College Readiness Standards (continued on pg. 2)
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Digging into the lowa Tests Core Standards and Benchmarks (cont.)

The purpose of the document is to help lowa educators deepen their understanding of the lowa’s core
standards, and to understand the more specific skill development and concept knowledge found in other
national standards that aligns with each of lowa’s standards. The document, Alignment of the lowa Tests Core
Content Standards and Benchmarks with National Standards, is attached and is also available on the DE
website at http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/674/1023/1/3/.

For additional information, contact Rita Martens at rita.martens@iowa.gov or 515-281-3145.

State Releases Annual Career and Technical Education High School Report

The lowa Department of Education released The Annual Career and Technical Education High School
Report 2007 at the State Board of Education meeting held on Feb. 7. The report is intended to serve as a rich
resource for educators, school and college administrators, policymakers, and other citizens by providing
essential summative data on career and technical education (CTE) in lowa at the high school level. Sections of
the report focus on the organization of CTE in lowa, enroliment, demographics, career academies/Tech Prep,
CTE programs, Perkins performance indicators, CTE teacher characteristics, finances, career and technical
student organizations, and career planning. The document was printed as a stand-alone report and as a section
of the annual Condition of Community Colleges and Workforce Preparation Report. The report is available
online at http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/892/1049/. For additional information, contact Jeremy
Varner at jeremy.varner@iowa.gov or 515-281-2866.

Choices to be Provided to Schools at No Cost in FY 2008

Choices, the state-designated Career Information and Decision-Making System, is provided through a
partnership between lowa Student Loan Liquidity Corporation, the lowa Department of Education, and the lowa
College Student Aid Commission (ICSAC). (The ICSAC has authorized the expenditure of up to $300,000
to contribute to the provision of Choices at no cost to all lowa middle schools, high schools,
postsecondary institutions, workforce centers, and other agencies in FY 2008). The system can be
a valuable tool for school districts in meeting Student Core Curriculum Plan (sometimes referred to as
the 8th Grade Plan) requirements. For additional information, contact Linda Berg at linda.berg@iowa.gov or
515-242-5032.

lowa Occupational Information Posters Available

To complement the new lowa Career Resource Guide, sets of 16 posters with lowa occupational labor
market information are available for every high school and community college in lowa. A collaborative project of
the lowa Department of Education and lowa Workforce Development, the posters provide current labor market
information about career and job potential in the state organized by the 16 career clusters. To request a set of
posters at no cost, please email your name, institution, and address to Linda Berg at linda.berg@iowa.gov or
call 515-242-5032 for additional information or to request an order form.

State Accreditation Visits for the 2007-2008 School Year

The list of public and nonpublic schools scheduled to have accreditation visits in the 2007-2008 school year
is attached to this issue of the School Leader Update. The lowa Department of Education school improvement
consultant assigned to your school/school district will contact superintendents in the near future to determine
possible dates for the visits. At this time, the schedule for focused equity visits has not been determined. As
soon as the list for equity visits becomes available, those school districts will be contacted and scheduled first.

Sexual Harassment, Abuse, and Assault Information Requirements

As you begin to review handbooks and registration materials for reprinting next fall, remember the new
requirements about providing information on sexual harassment, abuse, and assault. Schools must provide
age-appropriate materials and a list of available community resources to parents at registration. This
information must also be included in the student handbook. A handbook has been developed to help schools
address these requirements and can be found at: http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/view/680/554/1/5/

If you have questions, please contact Jane Todey at jane.todey@iowa.gov or 515-281-8514.
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Instruction at the Core

This is a follow up to the article Instruction at the Core of Improved Student Learning, which appeared in the
February issue of the School Leader Update. On April 4, 2007, Dr. Richard Elmore, a nationally renowned
expert on school improvement, will present "Focusing on the Core to Lead School Improvement". For further
details about this session you can view the informational brochure on the School Administrators of lowa’s
(SAI's) website at http://www.sai-iowa.org/April4brochure.pdf.

The first follow-up offering will be held June 7, 2007, at the Sheraton West Des Moines. This session will
emphasize effective instructional practices, including information on adolescent literacy, as well as best
practices in mathematics and science for middle school and high schools students. The second follow-up
offering will be held on Aug. 7, 2007. It is the SAI Pre-conference Institute by Dr. Gordon Donaldson, author of
Cultivating School Leadership in Schools: Connecting People Purposes and Practice. SAl Conference Break-
out Sessions on Aug. 8, 2007 will focus on literacy, math and science core instructional practices.

The lowa Department of Education (DE) will present three regional one-day workshops that will extend the
learning from the spring and summer events and provide application activities with an emphasis on effective
practices in instruction and how to lead instructional change. In addition, the DE will sponsor lowa
Communication Network (ICN) sessions that will address practical applications, problem solving, and tools and
resources. Each session will be offered on multiple dates. The September issue of the School Leader Update
will provide additional information about these workshops. For conference details and registration procedures
see http://www.sai-iowa.org/reg.html

If you have questions, please contact Deb Hansen at deb.hansen@iowa.gov or 515-281-6131.

Second Chance Reading lowa Teacher Development Academy

The lowa Department of Education will be offering an lowa Teacher Development Academy this summer on
the Second Chance Reading (SCR) program. The dates are July 31 to Aug. 2, 2007, in addition to four follow-up
days distributed through the 2007-2008 school year. Dates and regional locations for follow-up sessions will be
announced at the Academy.

The Second Chance Academy provides theory regarding comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, fluency
improvement, and effects of cooperative structures. Learning opportunities include live and taped
demonstrations, immediate practice through peer teaching, and lesson development. Trainers will work with
teachers and their administrators to structure collaborative teams, design formative data collection, and assist
with analysis strategies for both formative and summative data. Applications will be due March 26, 2007.
Individuals who have completed the initial SCR training will have an opportunity to become Second Chance
Reading Trainers. Applications for this opportunity are due April 7, 2007.

To receive additional information about SCR and application materials, as well as information about
participating in the “train the trainers” process, contact Deb Hansen at deb.hansen@iowa.gov or 515-281-6131.

Update on the Highly Qualified Teacher Requirement under NCLB

One of the requirements of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is that each local school district receiving Title |
funds (all school districts in lowa) have all teachers of core academic content areas meet the highly qualified
requirements by the end of the 2006-07 school year. The core content areas are English, reading/language
arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics/government, economics, history, geography, and arts.
These areas apply to all district elementary and secondary teachers. A special education teacher who teaches
any of these academic areas must either have the state-required endorsement for the subject area he/she is
teaching, be working in a consultative setting with a teacher who holds proper endorsement, or be working in a
setting where core content is delivered in a special education classroom with alternate assessment. In the NCLB
update letter sent to all superintendents on Sept. 27, 2006, districts were instructed that if all teachers were not
highly qualified, the district needed to develop a plan to ensure all teachers would meet requirements by the end

of the 2006-2007 school year. That plan was to be kept on file at the local district level. (continued on pg. 4)
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Update on the Highly Qualified Teacher Requirement under NCLB (cont.)

In order to assist districts in determining whether their teachers meet the highly qualified teacher definition,
the lowa Department of Education (DE) is preparing assistance in three areas. First, the DE is completing
development of a website accessible through the district's "edinfo" log-in and password that will provide
information about the district's teachers and the teaching assignments that do not appear to meet highly
qualified requirements. The website will also solicit information about the teaching assignments of special
education and teachers working in alternative education settings. Second, in order to help districts use this
web-based tool, the DE will conduct lowa Communication Network (ICN) sessions for district personnel who
have responsibility for completing the Licensed Staff Assignment for the fall Basic Educational Data Survey
(BEDS). We are in the process of scheduling these ICN sessions (repeat sessions will be planned so that all
districts can conveniently participate). Within the next few weeks, an email will be sent to all district
superintendents to provide more information about the upcoming ICN sessions. Third, we will have a staff
member available via phone for districts who have questions about highly qualified requirements as they use the
new "edinfo" website.

Questions may be referred to Penny Bisignano at penny.bisignano@iowa.gov or 515-281-7806.

Highly Qualified Teacher Survey

In order to ensure the continued high quality of new teachers in the state of lowa, teacher preparation
programs are required to survey graduates and their employers. Historically, programs have had difficulty
collecting meaningful data because they do not have contact information for all of their graduates. This year, the
lowa Department of Education (DE) is sending each preparation program the contact information for graduates
who are currently first-, second-, or third-year teachers in lowa as well as the contact information for the
principals of those teachers. This information will assist the teacher preparation programs in surveying their
graduates who are new teachers in lowa and the principals who supervise those new teachers. Because the DE
is able to access email addresses for principals only, preparation programs are encouraged to ask principals to
forward the surveys to the specific new teachers in their buildings.

The DE would appreciate your support in this process by encouraging your principals to complete the
surveys they receive as well as forwarding surveys to their new teachers. The information obtained will be
valuable in informing the programs, as well as the State, in continually improving teacher preparation throughout
lowa. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Arlie Willems at arlie.willems@iowa.gov or
515-281-3427.

Submit Candidates for lowa’s Teacher Talent Pool

The lowa Department of Education (DE) is currently accepting nominations for the lowa's Teacher Talent
Pool. The pool is a list of distinguished teachers and principals who may be considered for membership on
advisory boards and task forces, and may be considered as candidates for special recognition programs.

Eligible candidates are building-level personnel - typically classroom teachers as opposed to specialists -
who have a minimum of five years of experience in education, and are recognized by their peers and
supervisors as unigue in their growth. Previous recognition is not required. In fact, of special interest are
educators who are outstanding, but have not received other recognition.

The DE is seeking one to three nominations per district. Please fully complete the attached form for each
nominee. Answers must be typewritten, succinct, and specific to the individual nominee. In addition to the form,
please include the nominee’s resume and a one-page narrative that addresses how the candidate meets the
criteria mentioned. We ask that you keep this recommendation confidential and do not share it with the
individual.

Your recommendations will identify educators who will be of great value to your community and state, and
who may also ultimately receive prestigious recognition. Completed nominations must be sent by
May 11, 2007 to: Rosanne Malek, lowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, IA
50319-0146.

If you have any questions, contact Rosanne Malek at rosanne.malek@iowa.gov or 515-281-3199.
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The contact for all Legal Lessons items is Carol Greta, carol.greta@iowa.gov; 515-281-8661.

FERPA, PPRA Resource

For one-stop shopping for information about FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) and PPRA
(Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment) try this link from the U.S. Department of Education:
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/quid/fpco/index.html.

The “fpco” in the link above stands for Family Policy Compliance Office. FPCO is the federal office within
the U.S. Department of Education that monitors compliance with FERPA and the PPRA. On its website appear
Model Notices, Frequently Asked Questions, and summaries of both statutes appear on its website. Note:
there is also a page “for parents” and “for eligible (adult) students.” Parents and students now regularly access
electronic media sources. It is a good idea for the school administrator to check out such pages to know what
information parents and students are “armed” with when they bring concerns to administrators.

Military Recruiters: Learning from One (non-lowa) District’s Error

Earlier this year, the Albuquerque (New Mexico) Public Schools settled a civil rights lawsuit that had been
filed against it by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), because the district had been sending students’
names and addresses to military recruiters without notifying parents and eligible students of their right to opt out
of having such information shared. The settlement cost the district $20,000 in attorneys’ fees to the plaintiffs.
This is in addition to the amount the district paid its own attorneys.

This case serves as a good reminder that districts are to annually send notice to parents of the following:

1. Whatis included in “directory information” in the attendance centers of the district.

2. That the parent (or eligible student) has the right to “opt out”; that is, to direct that their child’s name,
address, and telephone listing be withheld from military recruiters. If the district does not consider
student names, student addresses, and student telephone listings to be directory information, military
recruiters may still legally access this information without prior parental consent. Therefore, it's crucial
that families understand their affirmative duty to exercise the “opt out” option, if they do not want
recruiters contacting their children.

No Child Left Behind removed the option formerly available to school districts to have a local policy
preventing the release of student directory information to military recruiters. A district with such a blanket policy
now faces a loss of federal education funding. The lowa Association of School Boards (IASB) includes a
sample annual notice in its materials for member districts.

When a Final Grade is Not So Final

A question has arisen as to when — and by whom — may a final grade be changed. Commentators and
courts agree that there are four legal justifications for modifying a student’s grade. They are:

(1) Clerical or mathematical error,

(2) Fraud,

(3) Incompetence, and

(4) Bad faith. “Differences of opinion” do not provide grounds for legally challenging a student’s grade in

the absence of one of the listed factors.

In the case of a clerical (recording) error or mathematical miscalculation, either the teacher or an
administrator may correct the grade. Certainly, the teacher should — at the least — be informed when an
honest error has been detected so that s/lhe may correct it. However, the last three categories cast aspersions
on the teacher personally. It is the teacher who is being accursed of fraud, incompetence, or bad faith. In such
cases, an administrator may change the grade. When an administrator believes that a grade should be
modified under one or more of those circumstances, the administrator may well need to follow up with a
complaint to the Board of Educational Examiners (BoEE), citing one of the attached BoEE rules. The rules
listed are not meant to be exhaustive, but are meant to give the administrator an idea of what to look for.
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Rebroadcast of Panel Discussion on Food Safety

There will be a rebroadcast of School Food Safety Program: Voices from HACCP-Compliant Schools,
HACCP Part 3 held over lowa Public Television (IPTV) K-12 connections. This program is a panel of food
service directors who discuss implementation steps and challenges in their own districts. The original live
session was held Nov. 7 and has been rebroadcasted. Due to growing demand, upcoming repeats of this are
scheduled for March 27, 2007 and April 25, 2007. Register to view at an lowa Communication Network site near
you at http://wwwa3.iptv.org/iowa_database/event-detail.cim?ID=7241

Contact Sandra Fiegen at 563-452-33902 or sandra.fiegen@iowa.gov for additional information about this
program.

Summer Short Courses Online Registration Available

Planning is almost completed for the Summer 2007 workshops sponsored by the lowa Department of
Education’s Bureau of Nutrition Programs and School Transportation and the lowa State University Extension.
Please encourage your food service personnel to attend. Detailed information will be available on the Bureau
website at http://www.iowa.gov/educate/content/blogcategory/59/904/, under Nutrition Training Events. Please
read the information on the Bureau website before proceeding to the registration. Online registration is available
at http://www.ucs.iastate.edu/mnet/schoolfoods/reqgister.html

Please contact either Sandra Fiegan (sandra.fiegen@iowa.gov or 563-452-3390) or Janelle Loney
(janelle.loney@iowa.gov or 515-281-5356).

School Food Service Financial Management Training Opportunity

The lowa Department of Education’s (DE) Bureau of Nutrition Programs and School Transportation in
partnership with the National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) is offering food service directors and
school business officials an opportunity to examine financial elements of effective food service management,
and an information system to organize and analyze school data. These workshops are a repeat of those offered
previously in Eastern lowa. Two distinguished experts in the field will conduct this training: Gaye Lynn
McDonald, SFNS, a former president of the School Nutrition Association (SNA) who is currently teaching school
district financial management for the Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; and
Nancy K. Carter, M ED, SFNS, who has more than 30 years of experience as a Tennessee food service director
who focuses on empowerment and practical application.

This two-day seminar will be held in the Council Bluffs Community School District in Council Bluffs, lowa.
The first session is April 23 and 24, and the second session is April 25 and April 26. Each day begins at 8:00
a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. The attendance is limited to 35 participants for each two-day seminar. Food service
directors or managers and school business officials are encouraged to attend as a team or separately. Each
participant will be provided a Financial Management Participant Workbook and Financial Management
Information System (FMIS) Model Booklet. (Note: a similar seminar to be taught by DE personnel is being
scheduled for summer in Central lowa)

Thanks to the financial support of NFSMI through its work with United States Department of Agriculture,
there will be no fee other than a small registration fee of $25.00 to cover food and supplies. For additional
details about the training or to register, contact Janelle Loney (janelle.loney@iowa.gov or 515-281-5356) or
Nancy Christensen (nancy.christensen@iowa.gov or 515-281-5663).

Health Related ICN Sessions for Students
lowa Public Television K-12 Connections will be offering health-related lowa Communication Network (ICN)
sessions for students in conjunction with lowa Partners: Action For Healthy Kids. Sessions are at no cost. The
following six courses are being offered in March:
= My Pyramid: Pyramid Pal (grades 3-4)
My Pyramid: Vary Your Veggies and Focus on Fruit (grades 3-4) and (grades 1-2)
My Pyramid: Eating Out & Eating In, Lean with Protein (grades 5-6)
My Pyramid: Get Your Calcium Rich Foods (grades 5-6)
My Pyramid: Exploring My Pyramid for Kids (grades 1-2). (continued on pg. 7)
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Health Related ICN Sessions for Students (cont.)

Refer to the website http://www3.iptv.org/iowa_database/k12other _list.cfm for specific dates, times, and to
register students for a class. For additional information contact Gretchen Watznauer at
gretchen.watznauer@iowa.gov or 515-281-5676.

Health Related Follow-Up Sessions for Educators

Educator sessions are being offered after school the same days as the above student sessions. Teachers,
nurses, school food service directors, and others attending will receive information on additional resources and
curriculum they can teach to students to support the nutritional messages taught earlier in the day. Pyramid Pal,
Pick a Better Snack, Lean with Protein, Calcium Rich Foods, Nutrition Expeditions, and Team Nutrition
resources and curriculums will be presented in six sessions. Check out
http://www3.iptv.org/iowa database/k12edu_list.cfm for lowa Communication Network (ICN) session details and
to register to attend one or all of these sessions. Registration of students in the K-12 Connections class earlier
in the day is not required but encouraged. The sessions are provided at no cost for PK-12 students and adults
working on their behalf.

For additional information, contact Gretchen Watznauer at gretchen.watznauer@iowa.gov or 515-281-5676.

Deadlines and Dates to Remember

March 21, 2007 Due date for submitting initial proposal for the FY 2007 School Chemical Cleanout
Campaign Grant (see “FY 2007 Schools Chemical Cleanout Campaign Grant Solicitation” in
the February issue of the School Leader Update.

March 26, 2007 Applications due for the Second Chance Reading lowa Teacher Development Academy.

April 1, 2007 Due date for Go the Distance Day Grant applications (see “Go the Distance Day Mini-Grant
Opportunity” in the February issue of the School Leader Update). (continued on pg. 8)

April 4, 2007 Instruction at the Core 2007 event (see “Instruction at the Core of Student Improved
Student Learning” in the February issue of the School Leader Update for details).

April 7, 2007 Applications due for Second Chance Reading “training for trainers.”
April 30, 2007 Deadline for collecting student evidence and complete the Reading, Math, and Science

Rating Scales (see “lowa Alternate Assessment” in the February issue of the School Leader
Update for details.

You can view a complete lowa Department of Education calendar of events at
http://www.iowa.gov/educate/calendar/calendar.html.

SCHOOL LEADER UPDATE is produced monthly by the lowa Department of Education for school leaders of lowa.
Comments and submissions should be sent to Elaine Watkins-Miller at elaine.watkins-miller@iowa.gov or 515-281-5295
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Alignment of the lowa Tests Core Content Standards and Benchmarks with
National Standards

Core Content Standards and
10-12 Benchmarks
Corresponding to the lowa
Tests

Students can understand stated
information they have read.

NAEP Grade 12 Achievement
Level Descriptions

o Demonstrate an overall
understanding of the text.

e Demonstrate responses that are
thorough, thoughtful and
extensive.

° Explain the purpose of an
article and give the topic of a
passage.

American Diploma Project
(Achieve, Inc.) Benchmarks

° Identify the main ideas of
informational text and determine
the essential elements that
elaborate them.

° Demonstrate knowledge of
18™ and 19" century
foundational works of American
literature.

. Analyze the ways in which a
text’s organizational structure
supports or confounds its
meaning or purpose.

o Gather relevant information
from a variety of print and
electronic sources.

ACT College Readiness
Standards

° Recognize a clear intent of
an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary
narratives.

o Locate basic facts (e.g.,
names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage.

° Determine when (e.qg., first,
last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated
passages.

. Identify a clear main idea or
purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated
literary narratives.

o Locate important details in
uncomplicated passages.

. Order simple sequences of
events in uncomplicated literary
narratives.

o Identify a clear main idea or

purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated
passages.

° Summarize basic events and
ideas in more challenging
passages.

° Locate important details in




more challenging passages.
Identify clear main ideas or
purposes of complex passages
or their paragraphs.
Locate and interpret details in
complex passages.

Students can determine the literal
meaning of specific words.

Explore events, characters,
themes, settings, plot, actions,
and the language of literary
works by reading novels, short
stories, poems, plays, legends,

biographies, myths and folktales.

Apply reading for specific
information in order to perform a
task and accomplish or do
something.

Follow instructions in
informational or technical texts
to perform specific tasks,
answer questions or solve
problems.

Use context to determine the
meaning of unfamiliar words.

Use roots, affixes, cognates
to determine the meaning of
unfamiliar words.

Comprehend and
communicate quantitative,
technical and mathematical
information.

Understand the implication of
a familiar word or phrase and of
simple descriptive language.

Locate simple details at the
sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages.

Students can draw conclusions,
make inferences, and deduce
meaning.

Demonstrate an overall
understanding of the text, which
includes inferential as well as
literal understanding.

Make reader/text connections
requiring thinking beyond the
text, and applying the text to real
world situations.

Distinguish among facts and
opinions, evidence and
inferences.

Distinguish between a
summary and a critique.

Identify interrelationships
between and among ideas and
concepts within a text, such as
cause and effect relationships.

Draw conclusions based on
evidence from informational and
technical texts.

Make distinctions about the
credibility, reliability,
consistency, strengths and
limitations of resources,
including information gathered
on Web sites.

Analyze foundational U.S,

Draw simple generalizations
and conclusions about the main
characters in uncomplicated
literary narratives.

Recognize a clear function of
a part of an uncomplicated
passage.

Use context to understand
basic figurative language.

Draw simple generalizations
and conclusions about people,
ideas in uncomplicated
passages.

Infer the main idea or
purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated
literary narratives.

Make simple inferences
about how details are used in




documents for their historical
and literary significance (for
example, the Declaration of
Independence, the Preamble to
the Constitution, Abraham
Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address,”
Martin Luther King's “Letter from
Birmingham Jail.”

Analyze works of literature for
what they suggest about the
historical period in which they
were written.

Interpret significant works
from various forms of literature:
poetry, novel, biography, short
story, essay, and dramatic
literature; use understanding of
genre characteristics to make
deeper and subtler
interpretations of the meaning of
the text.

passages.

Draw generalizations and
conclusions about people, ideas
in uncomplicated passages.

Draw simple generalizations
and conclusions using details
that support the main points of
more challenging passages.

Discern which details, though
they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage,
support important points in more
challenging passages.

Infer the main idea or
purpose of more challenging
passages or their paragraphs.

Use details from different
sections of some complex
informational passages to
support a specific point or
argument.

Understand the function of a
part of a passage when the
function is subtle or complex.

Students can infer traits, feelings,
and motives of characters and
individuals.

Extend the ideas of the text
by making inferences.

Describe abstract themes and
ideas in the overall text.

Link information across part
of texts as well as focus on
specific information.

Analyze the moral dilemmas
in works of literature, as
revealed by characters’
motivation and behavior.

Analyze the setting, plot,
theme, characterization and
narration of classic and
contemporary short stories and
novels.

Identify relationships
between main characters in
uncomplicated literary
narratives.

Identify clear relationships
between people, ideas in
uncomplicated passages.

Understand relationships
between people, ideas in
uncomplicated passages.

Identify clear relationships
between characters, ideas, in
more challenging literary
narratives.




Understand the dynamics
between people, ideas, and so
on in more challenging
passages.

Understand the subtleties in
relationships between people,
ideas in virtually any passage.

Students can make predictions based
on stated information.

Extend the information from
the text by relating it to the
reader’s experiences, knowledge
and to the world.

Evaluate text, applying
knowledge gained from other
texts.

Identify and explain the
themes found in a single literary
work and analyze the ways in
which similar themes and ideas
are developed in more than one
literary work.

Interpret and use information
in maps, charts, graphs,
timelines, tables, and diagrams.

Summarize informational and
technical texts and explain the
visual components within the
text that support the information.

Recognize clear cause-effect
relationships described within a
single sentence in a passage.

Recognize clear cause-effect
relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated
literary narratives.

Identify clear cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated
passages.

Order sequence of events in
uncomplicated passages.

Identify clear cause-effect
relationships in more
complicated passages.

Use context to determine the
appropriate meaning of virtually
every word, phrase, or
statement in an uncomplicated
passage.

Summarize events and ideas
in virtually any passage.

Locate and interpret minor or
subtly stated details in more
challenging passages.

Order sequence of events in
more challenging passages.

Understand subtly stated
cause-effect relationships in
more challenging passages.

Order sequences of events in
complex passages.




Understand implied, subtle,
or complex cause-effect
relationships in virtually any
passage.

Determine, even when the
language is richly figurative and
the vocabulary is difficult, the
appropriate meaning of
context-dependent words,
phrases, or statements in
virtually any passage.

Students can interpret nonliteral
language used in a text.

Make connections between
inferences and implicit
understandings.

Understand the effect of such
features as irony, metaphor and
analogy.

Recognize the use or abuse
of ambiguity, contradiction,
paradox, irony, incongruities,
overstatement and
understatement text and explain
their effect on the reader.

Demonstrate knowledge of
metrics, rhyme scheme, rhythm,
alliteration and other
conventions of verse in poetry
and how these enhance
meaning.

Identify how elements of
dramatic literature (dramatic
irony, soliloquy, stage direction
and dialogue) articulate a
playwright’s vision.

Use context to determine the
appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative
words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages.

Locate and interpret minor or
subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages.

Use context to determine the
appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative
words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages.

Determine the appropriate
meaning of words, phrases, or
statements from figurative or
somewhat technical contexts.

Determine even when the
language is richly figurative and
the vocabulary is difficult, the
appropriate meaning of context-
dependent words, phrases, or
statements in virtually any
passage.

Understand the function of a
passage when the function is
subtle or complex.

Students can determine the main
idea, topic, or theme and make

Draw conclusions and make
connections to their own

Synthesize information from
multiple informational and

Infer the main idea or
purpose of straightforward




generalizations.

personal experiences and other
texts.

Form a global understanding
of the text as a whole.

Synthesize the reading and
analyze the details.

Reflect on the theme.

technical sources.

Evaluate informational and
technical texts for their clarity,
simplicity and coherence.

Draw conclusions based on
evidence from informational and
technical texts.

Identify and explain the
themes found in a single literary
work; analyze the ways in which
similar themes and ideas are
developed in more than one
literary work.

paragraphs in more challenging
passages.

Draw subtle generalizations
and conclusions about
characters, ideas in
uncomplicated literary
narratives.

Draw generalizations and
conclusions about people, ideas
in more challenging passages.

Use information from one or
more sections of a more
challenging passage to draw
generalizations and conclusions
about people, ideas.

Draw complex or subtle
generalizations and conclusions
about people, ideas , often by
synthesizing information from
different portions of the
passage.

Understand and generalize
about portions of a complex
literary narrative.

Students can identify the author’s
Views or purposes.

Develop an understanding of
the author’s purpose, points of
view, and extend initial
impressions to a more complete
understanding of what was read.

Consider the text objectively,
evaluating its quality and
appropriateness.

Identify the relationship
between the author’s stance and
elements of the text.

Evaluate the usefulness of
the text and apply directions
from the text to new situations.

Distinguish among facts and
opinions, evidence and
inferences.

Identify false premises.

Evaluate the range and
quality of evidence used to
support or oppose an argument.

Analyze written
communication for false
assumptions, errors, loaded
terms, caricature, sarcasm,
leading questions and faulty
reasoning.

Analyze two or more texts
addressing the same topic to
determine how authors reach

Understand the overall
approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., Point of view,
kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages.

Understand the overall
approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view,
kinds of evidence used) in more
challenging passages.

Understand the overall
approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view,
kinds of evidence used) in
virtually any passage.

Identify clear main ideas or




similar or different conclusions.

Understand the distinctions
between a deductive argument
(where if the premises are all
true and the argument’s form is
valid, the conclusions is
inescapably true) and the
inductive argument (in which the
conclusions provides the best or
most probable explanation of
the truth of the premises, but is
not necessarily true.)

purposes of complex passages
or their paragraphs.

Locate and interpret details in
complex passages.

Understand the function of a
part of a passage when the
function is subtle or complex.

Draw complex or subtle
generalizations and conclusions
about people, ideas often by
synthesizing information from
different portions of the
passage.

Students can distinguish among
facts, opinions, and assumptions.

Critically evaluate, comparing
and contrasting the content and
structure of text.

Analyze the meaning of the
text and support the analysis

with specific examples from text.

Read to gain information to
understand the aspects of the
world from newspapers,
magazines, texts, essays, and
speeches.

Apply information to new
situations and to the process of
forming new responses to
problems or issues.

Identify the meaning of
common idioms as well as
literary, classical and biblical
allusions.

Recognizes nuances in the
meanings of words.

Recognize common logical
fallacies, such as appeal for pity,
the appeal to common opinion,
and understand why these
fallacies do not prove the point
being argued.

Make simple inferences
about how details are used in
passages.

Draw simple generalizations
and conclusions using details
that support the main points of
more challenging passages.

Understand implied or subtly
stated cause-effect relationships
in uncomplicated passages.

Draw subtle generalizations
and conclusions about people,
ideas in more challenging
passages.

Understand relationships
between people and ideas in
uncomplicated passages.

Locate and interpret minor or
subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages.

Understand implied or subtly
stated cause-effect relationships
in more challenging passages.

Understand the overall
approach, point of view taken by
an author in virtually any




passage.

Understand implied, subtle,
or complex cau